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LAIS  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS 

TUREET:     Crops  have  "been  "benefitted  "by  generous  rains  and  are 
said  to  "be  in  generally  favorable  condition.     The  I9U3  wheat  acreage 
is  estimated  "by  trade  sources  to  he  about  20  percent  higher  than  last 
year's  acreage,  the  preliminary  estimate  of  *hich  was  placed  at 
10,870,000  acres. 


ARGENTINA:  Preparation  of  land  for  *heat  seeding  has  been 
progressing  under  favorable  conditions,  and  sowing  is  expected  to 
become  general  this  month. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  • 
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GRAINS 

AUSTRALIA'S  1943-44  MEAT  ACREAGE 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  REDUCED  .    .  . 

present  indications  point  to  further  reductions  in  Australia's  *jh'eat 
seedings  in  1943,  according  to  a  recent  report  from  the  American  consulate 
at  Sydney.     Conditions  are  reported  as  generally  good  throughout  the  coun- 
try, though  large  areas  in -New  South  Wales  are  said  to  he  in  need  of  rain. 
Seeding  is  now  in  progress;  hut  despite  favorable  weather  conditions,  it  is 
expected  that  acreage  will 'be  reduced  belo™  the  1942-43  level.     Total  acre- 
age in  that  year  was  reported  at  9,  55-5,000  acres ,  or  about  20  percent  below 
that  of  1941-42,  and  approximately  27  percent  less  than 'in  the  decade  ended 
in  1942.         ;  '  i 

A  number  of  factors  are  expected  to  effect  the  reductions  in  wheat 
acreage,  chie'f  among  them  being  the  severe  rationing  of  superphosphates, 
supplies  of  which  are  now  under  State  control,  and  the  labor  shortage. 
Difficulty  in  securing  replacement  parts  for  farm  machinery  is  also  ex- 
pected to  play  a  part  in  curtailing  seedings.     Reports  indicate  also  that 
many  of  the  larger  growers  Intend  cutting  their  acreage  to  a  point  neces- 
sary for  the  production  of  3,000  bushels,   that  "being  the  amount  on  which 
the  Government's  guarantee  of  4  shillings  (about  65  cents  in  United  States 
currency)  was  applicable  in  the  1942-43  season.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  October  5,  1942.)     The  rate  is  expected  to  continue  on  next  year's 
crop  despite  agitation  for  liberalization  of  the  payments,  making  the  en- 
tire crop  eligible  for  payment  at  that  rate. 

Distribution  of  fertilizers  for  other  than  priority  crops  is 
determined  by  State  Departments  of  Agriculture,  in  accordance  with  supplies. 
The  total  amount  of  superphosphates  for  use  in  the  country  in  the  1942-43 
season  is  only  a  third  of  that  of  the  base  year  1939-40.-    Under  current 
arrangements,  the  superphosphates  ration  to  wheat  growers  in  Few  South  Wales 
is  set  at  70  percent,  in  Victoria,  at  55  percent  of  the  1941-42  season's 
reduced  supply.     The  ration  for  the  entire  country  in  1941-42  was  set  at 
only  SO  percent  of  the  amount  purchased  in  1939-40. 

The  r creage  sown  for  the  1942-43  harvest  in  now  placed  at  9,555,000 
acres,   compared  with  12,064,000  acres  in  1941-42  and  the  10,952,000  acres 
licensed  for  sowing  for  the  current  crop.     The  largest  reductions  from 
1941-42  were  noted  in  Hew  South  Wades  and  in  Western  Australia,  though 
significant  reductions  were  also  made  in  Victoria,  and  South  Australia 
Elimination  of  marginal  wheat  lauds  contributed  to  the  reduction  in  all  of 
the  States  mentioned  above.     In  Western  Australia  the-  Government  made  the 
reduction  of  acreage  by  a  third  compulsory. 

Record  yields  per  acre  were  indicated  in  the  1942-43  season.  'The' 
average  for  the  country  was  reported  at  15.9  bushels,  which  was  exceeded 
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only  in  1920-21.     Some  of  the  less  important  producing  States  show  yields 
of  20  bushels  per  acre,  a  gain  of  from  2  to  3  bushels  per  acre  over  last 
year's  good  yield. 

AUSTRALIA:    Acreage  and  production  of  wheat,  by  States,  average 
  1935-36  to  1939-40,  annual  1940-41_  to^  1942-43  


State  j 

Average  ! 
1935-36  to  ' 
1939-40  ! 
,  1,000  acres  j 

1940-41 
i,66"0  acres  • 

1941-42  a/  • 

7 T,Q00.  acres"": 

1942-43  a/ 
"T^OOP"  acres 

ACREAGE  -.j 

New  South  Wales.,! 

j 

.4,266  i 
2,596  ! 
3,005  i 
i          2,906  i 

\    •          340  . 

14  ! 
 2  ! 

4,289 
2,673 
2,559 
!  2,620 
!  302 
9 
2 

!          3,969  s 
i          2,757  ! 
!          2,325  ! 
!  2,654 
:  350 
!  8 
!  1_  

3,100 
2,400 
2,039 
b/  1,760 
!  250 
5 

!  1 

South  Australia..! 
Western  Australia 

Queensland   i 

Tasmania  . , . . . . . . 

Capital  Territory 

To*bnX  ••«eo« 

!  13,128 

c/  12,654 

!  12,064 

i  9,555 

PRODUCTION 

1^000  bushels! 

"T,  bo'6"  ImsheTs 

;  1,000  bushels 

:  1,000  bushels 

New  South  Wales  . 
Victoria  . . . . . . . . 

South  Australia  . 
Western  Australia 
Queensland  ...... 

Tasmania  ..ooooa. 
Capital  Territory 

59,209 

38,346 
!  35,301 
!  31,759 

4,725  s 
!  320 
!  43 

24,441 
13,521 
i  17,822 
!  21,048 
!          5,600  . 
!  187 
  35 

!  48,500 
!  46,954 
!  30,511 
!  37,500 
:          3,000    .  . 
!  145 
!  23 

:  52,000 
!  42,000 
!  32,500 
!  20,405 
:  5,000 
!  100 
!  20__ 

Total  .....  o 

t  169,703 

.c/  82,233 

:  166,633 

152,025 

From  official  sources, 
a/  Preliminary. 

b/  Compulsorily  reduced  by  one-third. 

c/  Revised  total  for  which  corresponding  revisions  for  States  have  not 
been  received.     State  figures  as  shown  will  not,  therefore,  add  to  revised 
total. 

The  current  crop  shows  considerable  variation  in  quality  in 
different  areas.    Samples  of  grain  from  Victoria  and  South  Australia  are  , 
reported  to  show  excellent  quality,  but  rust  and  rain  reduced  the  quality 
in  Western  Australia.     The  greatest  reduction  as  compared  with  last  year's 
crop  was,  however,  in  New  South  Wales,  where  unfavorable  weather  during 
the  harvest  damaged  an  estimated  5  million  bushels  of  the  grain.  The 
f.a.q.  standards  set  for  the  1942-43  crop,   compares  with  that  of  the  two 
preceding  crops  as  follows: 
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Pounds  to  the  bushel 
1940-41  ^~T~  '1941-42    ■  1942-45 

Nov/  South  Wales   "  62.75  ©4.00  "         ~~6Z  .00  " 

Victoria   64.25  65.75  64.25 

South  Australia.   63.50        ''"    62.50  63.00 

Western  Australia  ......   63.50  62.50  62.25 

Exports  of  wheat  including  flour  for  the  year  ended  November  1942 
were  reported  at  about  46  million  bushels,  compared  Kith,.  59  million  in  the 
preceding  year  and  95  million  in  1939-40.     Exports  continued  to  be  smaller 
than  normal ,  but  for  December  and  January,  the  latest  months  available, 
they  vrere  about  a  million  bushels  above  those  reported  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year.     Increased  shipments  to  India  end  the  united 
Kingdom  accounted  for  the  increase. 


WHEAT  ACREAGE  IN  IRELAND' 
TO  BE  EXPANDED  .,  .  . 

The  total  wheat  acreage  in  Ireland  for  harvest  in  1943  is  expected 
to  be  much  larger  than  in  1942,  according  to  a  report  received  from  the 
American  consulate  in  Dublin.     If  spring  seedings  reach  expectations,  it 
is  anticipated  in  some  quarters  that  the  current  production  may  be  near 
domestic  requirements  despite  considerable  reduction  in  the  winter-wheat 
area.     If  achieved,  such  a  domestic  supply  would  be  in  marked  contrast  to 
the  10-year  period  ended  with  1935,  when  production  covered  less  than  10 
percent  of  the  country's  requirements. 

IRELAND:    Wheat  acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 

1938  -  1943 


Year  '      .    Acreage        .Yield  per  acre  t  Production 


!  .1,000  acres     :  Bushels  :  1,000  bushels 

1S38   :  .""230  :  32.2  :     '  7,398 

1939   :  255  :  37.4  :  9,531 

1940  •    :  305  :  38.3  /:  11,680 

1941   :  463  ;  35.1  ':  16,255 

1942   :  575'        '  :  3^.3  :a/  22.000 

1943  b/.   :  650  :  -  f  1 


From  official  sources  except  as  noted, 
a/  Unofficial  estimate,     b/  Goal.  '■ 

Preparation  of  the  land  and  seeding  operations  were  interrupted  by 
unfavorable  weather  at  the  beginning  of  December.    Work  could  not  be  re- 
sumed until  mid-February  when  the  weather  again  became  favorable.    As  a 
result  of  the  delay,  winter  wheat  sown  was  estimated  in  early  March  to 
cover  only  about  50  percent  of  the  total  acreage  required.     The  arrears 


CONFIDENTIAL  NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 

446  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  46,  No.  IS 

are,  however,  expected  to  "be  made  tip  in  sowings  of  the  quick-growing 
spring  wheat,  which  will  constitute  a  ranch  larger  than  usual  percentage 
of  the  total.     The  condition  of  the  winte'r  wheat  sown  in  November,  is  said 
to  be  very  promising* 


PERUVIAN  GOVERNMENT  TO  PURCHASE 
ALL  RICE  SUPPLIES  .  .  . 

The  Government  of  Peru  announced  on  April  21  that  hoarding  and 
profiteering  in  rice  "by  monopolies  made  it  necessary  for  the  State  to  pur- 
chase the  entire  rice  crop  and  old  stocks  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  sup- 
plies to  consumers.     It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Government  to  maintain  a 
remunerative  price  to  the  producer,  establishing  for  unhulled  rice  a  value 
corresponding  to  that  which  producers  would  obtain  if  they  sold  at  prices 
established  for  cleaned  rice  as  prescribed  in  the  Government  decree  of 
March  18.     This  decree  set  the  retail  price  of  extra  white  rice  at  $5.28 
per  100  pounds. 

The  official  decree  of  April  21  states  that  the  Government  will 
acquire  directly  from  producers  the  entire  rice  crop  for  the  current  year 
at  a  fixed  price  of  $2.56  per  100  pounds  for  unhulled  white  rice  and  $1.95 
per  100  pounds  for  unhulled  pink  rice,  without  containers,  delivered  at 
the  mills.    All  cleaned-rice  stocks  in  possession  of  producers,  mills, 
merchants,  or  private  persons  were  to  be  reported  to  the  Ministry. 'of  Agri- 
culture or  its  agents  within  48  hours  of  the  publication  of  this  decree, 
and  must  be  surrendered  to  the  Government  at  the  price  prescribed  March  18. 

Since  the  Peruvian  Government  has  decided  to  purchase  the  entire 
1943  rice  crop,  as  well  as  all  available  stocks,   it  is  obvious  that  the 
responsibility  for  distribution  has  likewise  to  be  fully  assumed*  Should 
the  crop  be  insufficient  to  meet  domestic  needs,  as  is  no"'  anticipated, 
rationing  may  have  to  be  resorted  to,  and  some  rice  may  have  to  be  imported 
from  other  countries. 


RICE  PRICES  FIXED  IN  MEXICO  .   .  . 

In  an  effort  to  control  rice  prices,  the  Mexican  Government  on 
April  17  published  a  decree  fixing  the  maximum  or  ceiling  prices  for  both 
wholesale  and  retail  throughout  the  Republic,     The  wholesale  price  a.t  which 
the  highest  grade  rice  may  be  sold  is  $3.93  per  100  pounds,  without  con- 
tainer, f.o.b,  the  point  of  destination,  or  placed  on  gulf  port  wharf  in 
the  case  of  shipments  for  the  Mexican  States  in  the  southeastern  section  of 
the  country.     The  Mexican  retail  price  is  fixed  at  $4.21  per  100  pounds. 
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CANADA'S  1943-44  CROP-REPORTING  SCHEDULE  .   .  . 

The  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  ha?  announced  the  Canadian  crop 
reports  to  "be  issued  in  1943-44.    Principal  changes  consist  of  deletion  of 
the  condition  report  on  May  31  and  extension  of  telegraphic  reports  for  the 
Prairie  Provinces  to  the  end  of  September,  thus  presenting  a  more  complete 
picture  of  harvesting  operations  toward  the  close  of  the  season.  Reports 
will  be  issued  at  3  p.m.  eastern  daylight-saving  time,  as  shown  below. 

No.     19^:3-44  Subject 

1  May  10        Intentions  to  Plant  Field  Crops.    Winter-Killing  and 

Spring  Condition  of  Fall  Wheat,  Fall  Rye,  and  Hay  and 
Clover  Meadows.    Progress  of  Spring  Seeding. 

2  May  25       Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Prairie  provinces. 

3  June  1        Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Canada. 

4  June  8        Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Prairie  provinces. 

5  June  15      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Canada. 

6  June  22      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Prairie  Provinces. 

7  June  29      Teltgraphic  Crop  Report,  Canad.a. 

8  July  7        Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Prairie  Provinces. 

9  July  8        Condition  of  Field  Crops  at  June  30.    Preliminary  Esti- 

mate of  Areas  of  Late-Sown  Crops. 

10  July  13      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Canada. 

11  July  20      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Prairie  Provinces. 

12  July  23      Estimate  of  Areas  Sown  to  Principal  Grain  Crops  in 

Prairie  Provinces. 

13  July  27      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Canada. 

14  Aug.  3       Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Prairie  Provinces. 

15  Aug.  9        First  Estimate  of  Production  of    Fall  Wheat,  Fall  Rye,  and 

Alfalfa.     Condition  of  Field  Crops  at  July  31. 

16  Aug.  10      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Canada. 

17  Aug.  13      Stocks  of  Grain  at  July  31. 

18  Aug.  17      Telegraphic  Crop.  Report,  Prairie  provinces. 

19  Aug.  24      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Canada. 

20  Aug.  31      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Prairie  Provinces. 

21  Sept.  8      Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  Canada. 

22  Sept.  10    First  Estimate  of  Production  of  Principal  Grain  Crops 

and  Hay  and  Clover.     Condition  of  Late- Sown  Crops. 

23  Sept.  14    Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  prairie  Provinces. 

24  Sept.  28    Telegraphic  Crop  Report,  prairie  provinces. 

25  Oct.  8        First  Estimate  of  production  of  Root,  Fodder,  and  Late- 

Sown  Crops. 

25  Nov.  12  Second  Estimate  of  Production  of  Grain,  Root,  and  Fodder 
Crops.  Area  and  Condition  of  Fall  Wheat  and  Fall  Rye. 
Progress  of  Fall  ploughing. 

27  Dec.  10      First  Estimate  of  Value  of  Field  Crops. 

28  Jan.  21      Third  Estimate  of  Production  and  Value  of  Field  Crops. 

29  Apr.  14      Stocks  of  Grain  at  March  31. 

■ 

******* 
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COTTON    -    OTHER  FIBERS 

MEXICO  INCREASES  EXPORTS 
OF  HENEQUEN  .   .  . 

Exports  of  Mexican  henequen  from  the  port  of  Progreso  during  the 
first  3  months  of  1943  were  reported  at  16,500  long  tons,  compared  with 
13,500  during  the  same  period  of  1942.  If  exports  throughout  the  year  can 
be  kept  at  this  rate  of  increase,  the  total  for  1943  will  be  approximately 
equal  to  that  of  1941,  or  nearly  73,000  tons .  This  would  be  a  substantial 
increase  over  the  exports  of  1942,  but  still  would  be  bolovf  the  peak  years 
of  1938  and  1939. 

Progreso  is  the  principal  port  for  the  Yucatan  Peninsula,  and 
approximaroly  95  percent  of  all  exports  of  Mexican  honoquen  pass  through  it. 
The  remaining  5  percent  is  shipped  almost  entirely  from  larnpico  and  Campeche 

Exports  of  fiber  from  Progreso  to  the  United  States  have  increased 
from  12,700  tons  during  the  first  3  months  of  1942  to  16,500  during  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year.     Only  63  percent  of  the  1939  exports  were  ship- 
ped to  the  United  States,  but  the  proportion  during  the  past  3  years  has 
been  94  to  98  percent,  and,  in  accordance  with  an  agreement  signed  lost  May 
by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation  and  the  lienequeueros  do  Yucotan,  the 
entire  amount  exported  is  now  being  sent  to  the  United  States ■>'   France  rep- 
resented the  principal  European  market  in  1939,  but  Europe  has  been  almost 
completely  cut  off  from  the  Mexican  henequen  trade  since  that  year.  Small 
amounts  of  the  fiber  were  sent  to  Brazil,  Argentina,  and  Venezuela.  Almost 
the  entire  exportable  surplus  of  short  fibers,  including  tow,  bagasse,  and 
waste,  and  from  9,000  to  15,000  tons  of  binder  twine  and  other  henequen 
manufactures,  arc  exported  annually  to  the  United  States. 

MEXICO:     Exports  of  henequen  (and  sisal)  through  the  port  of  Progreso, 


by  countries,  1940-42,  January-March,  1942  and  19_43 


Commodity  j 

!                    Year  i 

!      January -March 

and  country  of      ..  j 
destination 

1940  ; 

'      1941  , 

!  1942 

"       1942  ' 

1943 

Long  tons 

.Long  tons- 

'Long  tons 

Long  tons 

,  Long  tons 

Henequen  fiber  - 

United  States  .  ...o 

:  46,600' 

I  68,300 

!     58,900  • 

12,700 

:  16,500 

Other  countries  ... 

:  1,000 

:  4,600 

:  1,400 

:  800. 

:  0 

;  47,600 

:  72,900"" 

P  -60,500 

i ""13,500,  " 

!    :;•  16,500 

Tow,  bagnsse,  waste  - 
United  States   

:  2,350 

:  5,220 

:■  2,770 

i  1,700 

!  1,000 

Other  countries  ... 

0 

40 

;  70 

:             0  . 

!  0 

:  2,350 

:  5,260"" 

P     2*,- 840 

i  \  1,700" 

s       1,000  * 

, Compiled  from  consular  reports. 


******* 
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L  £  R  I  T„  £*    1  2  i'l  2  ^  JB  L  E  S,  A  N  D    N  U  T  S 

SPANISH  1942  FILBERT  ESTIMATE 
REMAINS  UNCHANGED  .  .  . 

The  1942  preliminary  estimate  of  Spanish  filbert  production  remains 
unchanged  at  21,800  short  tons,  unshelled,  as  compared  with  20,900  tons  in 
1941  and  22,000  in  1940.  The  estimate  is  considerably  below  the  5-year 
average  (1936-1940)  of  26,400  tons,  and  the  10-year  average  (1931-1940)  of 
26,700  tons.  Growing  and  harvesting  conditions  during  1942  were  good.  The 
weather  so  far  this  season  has  been  reported  satisfactory  for  a  good  crop; 
it  is  too  early,  however,  to  make  quantitative  estimates  for  1943° 


SPAIN:     Estimated  filbert  production,  unshelled  basis, 

1929-1942 


Year 

[Production* 

Short  tons 

f  39~400~" 

:  1935 

:  10,500' 

:  1936 

:  24,000 

,  1937 

35,000 

!  1938 

!     14,000  < 

1939 

X934      a  o  •  •  •  • 

:  38,000 

1940 

Year 


Production 


Short  tons 


24,000 
26,000 
32,000 
28,000 
24,200 
22,000 


Year 


1941  ... 

1942  a/. 


Average  - 
1936-1940 
1931-1940 


Production 


Short  tons 
2079OO 
21,800 


26,400 
263700 


Compiled  from  official  and  trade  sources.     a/1" Preliminary  estimate. 

The  1942-43  marketing  season  to  date  has  been  rather  unsatisfactory 
with  only  a  third  of  the  filberts  moved  into  consumptive  channels.  The 
embargo  on  the  exportation  of  filberts  remained  in  effect,  leaving  domes- 
tic sales  the  only  possible  outlet.     The  .domestic  -market  failed  to  take  as 
many  filberts  as  had  been  anticipated  by  Spanish  authorities.     This  situa- 
tion is  said  to   have  been  due  to  the  high  prices  asked  for  filberts  during 
most  of  the  season  and  to  the  fact  that  transportation  facilities  had  im- 
proved, making  it  possible  to  bring  other  foods  to  population  centers. 

A  large  portion  of  the  filberts  that  wore  sold  apparently  were 
utilized  for  the  production  of  filbert  oil.     It  is  reported  that  approxi- 
mately 132  pounds  of  oil  are  obtained  from  220  pounds  of  shelled  filberts 
in  addition  to  the  meal,  which  is  utilized  for  baking. 

Stocks  on  March  1  were  estimated  to  have  been  14,500  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  estimates  of  stocks  on  hand 
on  that  date  in  many  years.     It  has  been  reported  that  Argentina  is  no-  ' 
gotiating  with  the  Spanish  Government  for  the  purchase  of  1,100  short  tons 
of  shelled  filberts.     The  prevailing  prices  in  the  Reus  -  Tarragona  area 
oa  March  1  were  34,2  cents  per  pound  for  shelled  end  19.7  cents  per  pound 
for  unshelled. 
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LIVESTOCK     AND     ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

LARGER  CANADIAN  BEEF  PRODUCTION 
EXPECTED  IN  1943  .  .  . 

Canada's  supplies  of  beef  and  veal  are  expected  to  lie  larger  in  1943 
than  in  1943,  when  there  was  a  shortage.     Cattle  numbers  as  of  December  1, 
1942,  siiowed  an  increase  of  7.1  percent  above  the  preceding  year.     The  in- 
crease in  milk  cows  was  only  2.2  percent,  whereas  that  of  other  cattle  was 
11.2,  with  substantial  increases  occurring  in  Ontario  and  the  Prairie 
Provinces. 

The  output  of  cattle  and  calves  for  slaughter,  for  export,  or  for 
adding  to  the  herds  this  year  is  estimated  at  between  2,800,000  and 
3,400,000  head.    Last  year  the  output  wa.s  approximately  3,150,000  head, 
consisting  of  about  2,340,000  slaughtered,  240,000  exported,  and  580,000 
added  to  herds.     Inspected  slaughter  of  cattle  and  calves  totaled  1,537,000 
head  in  1942,  a  reduction  of  5  percent ■ compared  with  1941.  : 

Meat  supplies  in  Canada,  a„s  a.  whole,  will  not  he  sufficient  to  allow 
as  large  an.  amount  as  usual  for  domestic  consumption,  and,  therefore,  ra- 
tioning is  expected  to  he  introduced  about  May  24,  a.t  2  pounds  per  person 
weekly,  which  is  ahout  20  percent  less  than  normal.  Although  beef  produc- 
tion will  he  larger  than  a.  year  ago,  the  requirements  of  the  armed  forces 
have  increa.sed,  and  pork  supplies  for  domestic  consumption  have  "been  cur- 
tailed drastically  in  order  to  meet  commitments  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Fewer  calves  are  being  slaughtered  at  present.     As  the  increase  in 
slaughter  in  1943  is  expected  to  be  in  cattle  rather  than  in  calves,  the 
average  weight  of  animals  slaughtered  will  be  heavier  than  last  year,  thus 
adding  to  the  beef  supplies.     Then,  too,  no  cattle  or  calves,  other  than 
dairy  cows,  are  now  permitted  to  be  exported  to  the  United  States.  This 
country  was  the  chief  destination  in  1942  of  Canadian  cattle  exports, 
which  consisted  chiefly  of  heavy  cattle  of  700  pounds  and  over.  Licensing 
of  slaughterers  and  the  introduction  of  rationing 1  are  also  expected  to 
"bring  a  larger  share  of  the  slaughter  under  Government  control  and  to 
reduce  black-market  operations. 

The  calf  crop  in  1943  will  probably  he  large  because  of  the  present 
favorable  price  and  feed  conditions.     Cattle  numbered  8,834,000  head  as  of 
December  1,  lc42,  an  increase  of  7  percent  above  the  revised  estimate  for 
1941.     There  has  been  a.  downward  revision  of  the  original  1941  estimate 
based  on  the  1941  census,  but  earlier  years  have  not  yet  been  revised,  so 
there  is  not  a  comparable  series  for  a  period  of  years  a.t  present.  The 
largest  increase  in  cattle  numbers  compared  with  1941  was  in  the  four 
western  Provinces,  Manitoba,  showing  an  increase  of  17  percent  and  Sas- 
katchewan 12  percent.     Ontario  is  the  only  important  cattle-producing 
eastern  Province  showing  a  substantial  increase. 
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Cattle  numbers  on  farms  and  ranches  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  will 
apparently  continue  to  increase  in  1943.    Fewer  cattle  wore  fed  last  winter 
due  to  the  unexpected  rise  in  the  price  of  feeder  cattle  in  September, 
making  feeding  unprofitable  in  view  of  the  beef  ceiling  prices  in  effect. 

At  the  Calgary  sale  an  all-time  record  price  of  $400  Canadian  (#364 
United  States)  was  averaged,  compared  with  $250  ($227)  the  preceding  year, 
The  previous  high  price  was  f 268  in  1918.     Buyers  were  from  all 
Canada  as  well  as  from  the  United  States, 
more  interest  in  the  improvement  of  herds, 
popular  breed,  followed  by  Shorthorns. 


Darts  of 

The  beef  shortage  has  created 
Her of or ds  were  the  most 


CANADA:     Number  of  cattle  in  June  and  December.  1941  and  1942 


Province 


EASTERN  PROVINCES 

Ontario  =.  

Quebec  

Nova  Scotia  ......... 

New  Brunswick  ....... 

Prince  Edward  Island. 

Totafr   

WES TERN  PROVINCES 
Manitoba  ............ 

Saskatchewan  

Alberta  ............. 

British  Columbia  .... 

Total  

Total  Canada 


Official    sources:     a/  Revised 


June 

1  : 

December  1 

5  1941  ! 

: 

1942  : 

Percentage • 
1942  is  : 

1941 

1942  • 

Percentage 
194?  is" 

;  y  ; 

# 

of  1941  : 

y  ; 

of  1941 

:  1,000: 

TjOOCf: 

"17000: 

~'T,oW 

:  head  : 

head  : 

Percent 

;  head  : 

head 

:  Percent 

:  2,641: 

2 , 639 : 

99.9 

,  27592: 

2,778 

:  107.2 

:  1,753: 

1,781: 

101.6  : 

1,632: 

1,633 

:  100.1 

:  205: 

204 : 

99,5 

'       1°9  * 

198 

99.8 

:  206: 

207 : 

100.5 

:  185: 

186 

:  100.3 

:  94: 

99: 

105.3 

:  88: 

92 

:  104.3 

f  4,899":" 

4,930: 

""100.6  

;  4",696~: 

4,887 

:  104.1 

•     ' 704 . 

« 

822: 

116.8 

:  686: 

800 

:  116.6 

:  1,246: 

1,395: 

112.0 

:  1,220: 

1,364 

:  111.9 

:  1,345: 

1,469: 

109.2 

:  1,339: 

1,463 

:  109.2 

:  317_^_ 

329: 

103.8 

:       308 : 

320 

:  103.9 

:  3,612; 

.4,015: 

111.2 

I    O  ,  *J  ^  o  « 

"'3,947 

:  111.1 

:  8,511: 

8,945: 

■  105.1 

rir,"249~: 

""8,834 

f  107.1 

downward  in  light 


of  1941  census  figures. 


CHI  LEAN -ARGENTINE  MEAT  AGREEMENT  EXTENDED  .  .  . 

The  Chilean-iiTgontine  agreement  covering  meat  imports  into  Chile 
from  Argentina,  signed  December  27,  1940,  has  been  extended  to  the  end  of 
1944.     Under  its  terms,  Chile  has  set  a  quota  of  60,000  head,  of  Argentine 
livestock  for  importation.     Of  this,  Chile  will  admit  free  of  duty  up  to 
2,000  metric  tons  (4  million  pounds)  of  Argentine  chilled  beef  (as  such) 
in  the  proportion  of  250  kilograms  (551  pounds)  for  ercb  head  fixed  in 
the  quota.     Also  the  quota  of  Argentine  chilled  beef  that  may  be  imported, 
into  Chile  has  been  raised  by  4,000  metric  tons   (S  million  pounds). 
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GENEaAL      AND  MISCELLANEOUS 

FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  .  .  . 

EXCHANGE  BATES:    Average  value  in  New  York  of  Chinese,  Japanese, 
and  some  European  currencies  during  last  full  months  for 
which  rates  were  available,  and  current  official  rates 


Country- 


Unit 


New  York  rates  a/ 


Current 
official  rates 


Belgium 
Denmark 


jj  ranee  . . 
Germany  . 
Greece  . . 
Italy  ... 
Netherlands. 

Norway   

Portugal  ... 

Spain   

Sweden   

Switzerland. 
China   


J  apan 


Belga  .... 
Krone  .... 
Franc  .... 
Reichsmark 
Drachma 
Lira  •  • 
Guilder 
Krone  . 
Escudo 
Peseta 
Krona.  • 
Franc  . 
Yuan  (Shanghai) 
Yen  


Month 
April  19U0  .  . 

March  1940 

May  1940   

May  I9U1   

September  1940 

May  19^1   

April  19U0  .  . 

March  1940  .. 

May   

May  19^1   

May  1941  

May  19^1  

June  19U1  ... 
June  19U1 


n 

4/ 
4/ 


4/ 


4/ 


Cents 
15.89 

19.31 

1.S5 

39-97 
0.66 

5.09 
53. OS 
22.71 

4.00 

9.13 

23.84 

25-20 
5.3^ 

25.  44 


5/ 


5/ 


Cents 
lb.00 

20. 88 
2.00 

40.00 
O.67 
5.26 

53-08 

22.86 


6.67 


9.13 
23-81 
23.20 

5.31 
23.44 


a/  Noon  buying  r^tes  for  cable  transfers  a.s  reported  by  Federal  Reserve 
Board.    Last  daily  rate  reported  on  April  8,  19^0,   f°r  the  Danish  and 
Norwegian  kroner;  on  May  9»  19^0,  for  the  belga.  and  guilder;  on  June  15, 
19^0,  for  the  French  fr.^nc;  on  October  25,  l'-i40,  for  the  drachma.;  on 
June  14,  1941,  for  the  other  above-mentioned  European  currencies;  and  on 
July  2o,  19^-1,  for  the  yen  and  yuan  (Shanghai)  . 
b/  Based  on  German  official  r^te  for  United  States  dollar. 
cf  Based  on  German  official  rate  for  United  States  dollar  in  occupied 
area;  in  unoccupied  area.,  official  rate  is  2.28  cents, 
d/  Quotations  nominal. 

ej  Rate  for  currency;  for  checks,  4.09  cents  to  the  escudo. 
fj  Rate  set  August  IS,  1941,  by  Chinese  Stabilization  Board. 
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EXCHANGE  BATES:    Average  value  in  New  York  of  specified  currencies, 

reek  ended  May  1,  19+3,  ■with  comparisons  a/ 


Week  entiLefl 


Monetary 

Tear  ; 

19  Ul  : 

].qU3  : 

I9U3 

Country  . 

unit  : 

19-2  ■ 

Apr.  : 

Apr.  : 

May 

.  April. 

April", 

March ; 

April 

.17  J 

2U  : 

1 

Cents 

.  C'^uts 

•  Cents: 

Cent  3 : 

Cents, 

Gents ; 

Cents; 

Cents 

Argentina  b/: 

.Paper  peso 

29.77 

:  29.77: 

29,77. 

.  29.77. 

29.77. 

29.77: 

29.77 

2^.77 

XT UUX1U.    .  •  ♦  •  t 

"*.PO  70- 

■zPP  Rn . 

too  szn 
jdd.  o'J 

"ZOO  S?l"l. 

jd d.  ou; 

"ZOO    5?0 . 

"\dd,  ou: 

-TOO  <?f\ 

Brazil  d/ 

C  ill 

,      y  . UO 1 

5.13: 

5.I3 

5-13 

5-1) 

5.13 

-DTI  uibA  , 

India  .  

Rupee  .... 

:  30.12' 

:  30.13: 

30.12- 

30.12 

:  30.12 

:  30.12- 

:  30.12 

:  30.12 

Canada  e/  . . 

:  Dollar  . . . 

:  S?.3S 

:  S7.65: 

.  87.17 

:  S9. 92, 

.  90.19 

:  90.12: 

:  90.31 

:  90.19 

Mexi  co  fj 

:Peso   

:  20.57 

:  20.5U 

:  20.57 

:  20.57 

:  20.57 

:  20.57 

:  20.57 

:  20.5S 

New  Zealand. 

:  Pound  .... 

:  322. 7s 

:321.96 

.322.79 

:  32U.  U2 

:  32U.  Up 

:32U.U2, 

:  32U.  U2 

:32U.it2 

South  . 

Af ri  ca  . . . 

Pound  .... 

:39S. 00 

:39s. 00 

.39s. 00 

:39s. 00 

:39S.  00 

:39S. 00 

: 398. 00 

:  398. 00 

United 

Kingdom  c_/ 

: Pound  .  — 

:U03.50 

.U03.50 

:  k)3.  50 

: U03. 50 

:  1*03.  50 

:UO3-50 

:  ^03. 50 

Federal  Reserve  Boarc.  •  ; 

a/  Noon  "buying  rates  for  cable  transfers. 

b/  Official,  regular  exports.    The  special  exoort  rate  of  .23. JO  cents,  reported 
beginning  March  27,  19h-1,  applied  to  exchange  derived  from  certain  minor  exoorts 
(e.g.  dairy  products)  to  certain  countries  (e.g.  United  States),  such  exchange 
formerly  having  been  sold  in  the  free  market.     Quotations  nominal, 
c/  Free  prior  to  February  2,  19U3.     Quotation  of  free  rate  discontinued  after 
February  1,  19^3,  when  regulations  were  issued  by  the  British  Treasury  trans- 
forming all  free  sterling  balances  into  registered  sterling,  convertible  into 
dollars  at  the  official  rate.    Prior  to  February  2,  19^3,  most  transactions 
between  these  countries  and  the  United  States  took  place  at  the  official  buying 
and  selling  rates. 

d/  Free.    Under  law  of  October  6,  19^2,  the  cruzeiro  became  the  unit  of  cur- 
rency, replacing  the  milreis.    The  cruzeiro  has  the  same  value  as  the  milreis. 
Since  Aoril  10,  1939,  30  percent  of  the  exchange  derived  from  exoorts  must  be 
turned  over  at  the  official  buying  rate  of  G.06  cents,  the  weighted  average 
value  of  the  milreis  being  5-^2  cents  in  19*12,  the  value  of  the  cruzeiro  5. Hi 
cents  in  April  I9U3,  and  5-Ul  cents  in  the  week  ended  May  1,  19^3.  Quotations 
nominal. 

ej  Free.    Most  transactions  between  Canada  and  the  United  States  take  t>lace 

at  the  official  buying  and  selling  rates. 

ff  Prior  to  October  22,  I9U1,  quotations  nominal. 
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Late  foreign  developments 


Pa^e 
UU2 


Beef: 

Inport  quota  (Argentine), 

Chile,  igU?,lQUU   U51 

Suprly  situation, 

Canada,  I9U3   U50 

Cattte  :  . 

Number,  Canada,  19U1.19U2  U50,U51 

Output,  Canada,  19*12, 19U3   U50 

Price,  Calgary,  Canada,  I9U2  ...  U51 
Slaughter,  Canada,  1$U2   H50 

Crop  reporting  program, 

Canada,  I9U3-UU  .  ,   UH7 

Exchange  rate3,  foreign, 

May  1,  I9U3  .'   U52 

Filberts: 

Prices,  Spain  (ileus  -  Tarragona), 

Mar.  1,  19U3   UI19 

Production,  Soain,  1929- 19U2  ...  UU9 
Stocks,  Spain,  Mar.  1,  I9U3   UU9 

Henequen,  exports,.  Mexico, 

19UO-19U2,  January-March  19U3  ..  UU8 


Bice:  Page 

Government 'aid,  Peru,  19U3  

Prices,  fixed: 

Mexico,  Anr.  7,  I9U3   UU6 

Peru,  Aor.  21,  19U3  UUg 

Purchase  plans,  Spain,  19U3   UU6 

Tfhoat: 
Area: 

Australia,  1Q75-36  to 

IQU'f-UU   Wpj.UUU 

Ireland,  1933-1^3  .'   UU5 

Turkey,  lQk2,19U3   UU2 

Condition,  Turkey,  May  19^3  

Exports,  Australia,  1939-UO 

to  19U1-U2   UU5 

Production: 

Australia,  1935-36  to  19U2-U3.  UUU 
Ireland,  193S-19U2   UU5 

Quality  (fair  average)', 

Australia,  19U0-U1  to  I9U2-U3.  UU5  I 

Sonine  conditions: 

Argentina,  May  19^3   uu2 

Ireland,  19^2-U3   UU5,ijU6 

Yield: 

Australia,  iqU2-U^    UU3 


Ireland,  19^S-19U2 


UU5 


